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Report on the 4th Biennial Congress of the African Division in Windhoek, 7-9th June 2000

The 4th Biennial Congress of the Division was held in Windhoek this year.  The theme of the congress was Conserving and Sharing Water in a Water Scarce Environment.  The conference was organised by Kai Lund assisted by members of the African Division and other IAHR members.

The Congress was attended by 91 delegates, of which unfortunately only half a dozen were IAHR members.  The majority of the delegates were in fact from Namibia with representatives from NamWater, the Department of Water Affairs and Windhoek municipality in particular, those organisations having a real water-scarcity problem which has had to be solved.  Other delegates were from as far away as Canada, United States and Europe.  A large delegation attended from South Africa but there was not much representation from the rest of Africa, probably due to the economic climate.  Of the papers presented, two were by Namibian authors, twelve by South African authors and ten from other countries.  A large number of the papers concentrated on problems peculiar to Namibia, such as groundwater recharge, alternative sources of water and demand management in order to constrain consumption.  There were also a number of papers on catchment management and topics related to integrated management of water resources.  Fortunately, the papers were not all descriptive and indeed many were blue-skied papers or at least extreme ideas which could be followed up at a later date.  Alternative sources of water ranged from icebergs to the Congo River and these were discussed from a technical point-of-view as well as in many cases from a legal and institutional side.

The sessions were chaired by various representatives and the highlight was the spit-braai on Thursday evening with game meat a speciality.

The new African committee was elected and the new Chairman is Prof. M Saad of Egypt, who will be assisted by Dr Mtalo from Tanzania, Mr Lund from Namibia, Mr Boroto from South Africa and Prof Adeloye of Herriot Watt University in Edinburgh.  Prof Rooseboom will attempt to revive the African Division newsletter and Mr Ilemobade offered to get a student chapter going which may not be confined to a particular university, i.e. his, which is the University of the Witwatersrand, but could be on a continental studentship basis.

It is hoped to hold the next congress in Dar-es-Salaam.
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HYDRAULIC RESEARCH

Minutes of AGM of African Division, Windhoek, 6 June 2000

Present:
Prof D Stephenson



Mr K Lund



No other existing committee members



Plus +/- 20 delegates

1.
Prof Stephenson (Chairman, AD) reviewed activities and in particular the successful current biennial congress.

2.
Reasons for poor membership were requested.  It appears mainly economic.  Ways of encouraging membership in Africa included:  e-mail/chatlines, virtual teaching and research, newsletter, low cost membership of IAHR excluding journal.

3.
New committee elected:


Chairman:
Prof M Saad, Hydraulic Research Institute, Delta Barrage, Egypt

Members:
Mr Jean Boroto, c/o DWAF, P Bag X313, Pretoria, 0001, S.A., tel.: +27 12 336 8244, e-mail: borotoj@dwaf.pwv.gov.za


Prof Mtalo, Univ. Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, mtalo@wrep.udsm.ac.tz.


Mr K Lund (Treasurer/secretary), Namibia, Lce@Lce.com.na.


Prof Rooseboom, Univ. Stellenbosch, S.A.

Co-opted:
Prof Adebayo Adeloye, Dept. Civil Eng., Herriot Watt Univ., Edinburgh, UK. tel: +44 131 449 5111, adebayoa@civ.hw.ac.uk.


Mr A Ilemobade, Nigeria, adesola@civil1.civil.wits.ac.za, currently PG student at Wits, will organise an ‘African’ student chapter.

4.
Prof Rooseboom will seek a way of getting newsletter going again.

5.
Tanzania was suggested for next congress. Prof Stephenson will contact Prof Mtalo. Prof Scheuerlin (Innsbruck) will assist. Also Michalo Braasch and Dieter Gestenkom, CES consultants, P O Box 8060, Moshi, Tanzania, tel +255 55 50193, e-mail cestz@eoltz.com.
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