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Minutes of the Division meeting, Venice, July 4, 2007



Presents (Committee members): C. Maksimović, D. Bousmar, C. Gisoni, Ph. Gourbesville, K.U. Graw, A. Schleiss, F. Taveira Pinto.
(Division members): A. Armanini, G. Jirka, H. Kobus, M. Greco, J.J. Peters, P. Samuels

Apologises: J. Ganoulis, G. Pender, G. Rodenhuis

Minutes prepared by D. Bousmar

1. Minutes of Seoul meeting, September 2009
The minutes were circulated amongst committee members just after the meeting. However, as no copies are available at this meeting, the approval is postponed. D. Bousmar will circulate the minutes again.

2. Report on IAHR-ERD activities 2005-2007
2.2 News Flash Europe (NFE)
NFE has been distributed for almost 3 years now. D. Bousmar acts as editor, with the support of E. Serrano, from IAHR secretariat, as assistant editor. The subscription is free.
The content is estimated valuable, and the use of NFE as a flagship for the Division is pointed out. It is suggested to do some advertising (e.g. using IAHR general News Flash) towards people who do not yet subscribe.

D. Bousmar explains that only 10 to 20 % of the content is submitted spontaneously. The remaining information is collected by the editor with some support from IAHR secretariat. NFE would benefit from further input by committee members.

2.2 Contacts with national sections/associations
C. Maksimović investigated the actual status of existing national sections and/or associations:

· UK: very active national chapter, currently chaired by G. Pender;

· Serbia: national chapter, organising a local congress every 4 years, involves also other countries part of former Yugoslavia;

· Russia: a national chapter exists, but seems not active, and not responding;

· Italy: two existing associations, AII and GII (the second with 200-400 members, being more active in hydrology). A national chapter could be created soon, articulating around those associations;

· Hungary: no intention to create a national chapter. An active hydrological association exists;

· France: activities covered by SHF, some contacts exists with ERD;

· Germany: existing German Association for Water and Wastewater, one congress every year. No need for additional national chapter.

The add-on that could be provided by ERD is not always clearly identified. At least, information can be disseminated through NFE, but we need contact points to collect this information.
2.3 Contacts with EU
C. Maksimović reports some attempts to get into touch with European Commission, through ENDEM initiative on Natural Hazards issues. These contacts were not successful (see Seoul minutes for details on ENDEM).

G. Rodenhuis gave significant input through WSSTP (Water Supply and Sanitation Technology Platform).
The issue of getting some funds, e.g. as NGO, is still pending.

P. Samuels indicates that Commission is still preparing the work programmes for next years, within FP7. The only way to get in touch with EC is to adapt to their way of working. This means to identify experts on given topics within the Division and make them know to the EC, so that they can be invited in expert panel meetings.

3. Preparation of the ERD Forum at Venice Congress
An open forum of the European Water Engineering Community has been prepared for this congress by AII (M. Benedini) and ERD. Two sessions will be organised on Thursday and Friday morning. First session is devoted to presentations, and second session is devoted to an open discussion on ‘What needs to be done, and how to do it’. This forum intends to help ERD in identifying required actions.

4. Administrative issues: Committee elections

As every two years, committee elections have to be organised according to your by-laws. The nominating committee is composed by Council members from Europe: G. Jirka (chairman), M. Greco, A. Mynett, Ph. Gourbesville and P. Prinos. A call for nomination will be issued in next NFE, with proposals due to end of September. An electronic ballot will be organised in October.
From the current committee, the following members step down: C. Maksimović, as chairman, Ph. Gourbesville, G. Rodenhuis and W. Schilling. The intentions of J. Ganoulis have to be checked. Other members agree to stay one more term. D. Bousmar indicates he is not willing to candidate as chairman. He agrees to stay one more term as vice-chairman, in charge of NFE and to help for the transition with the new chairman to be elected.

G. Jirka indicates that, at this stage, he received the proposal to nominate A. Armanini for next chairman.

H. Kobus suggests having committee members with two hats: ERD and national sections/associations. J.J. Peters asks to have professionals involved in next committee, and not only academics.

















































































