IAHR at WMO, Geneva

In the strategic plans of IAHR and, specifically, of its recently formed Applied Hydrology Working Group the cooperation with other organisations and associations on water issues is recognised of key importance. Past cooperation with WMO, one of our priorities, included several activities, providing IAHR expertise to the WMO CHy-Commission for Hydrology in the accomplishment of its Programme, for instance for its  Project for the assessment of the performance of flow measurement instruments and techniques or to the IFI flood initiative. On this streamline, after a preparatory meeting held in February, in November 2008 IAHR was invited at the WMO headquarter in Geneva to attend and contribute to the works of the XIIIth Session of the WMO CHy. In its final resolutions (www.wmo.int>Meetings>Constituents body sessions>) the Commission welcomed the offer by IAHR to continue to cooperate with WMO on the existing above mentioned projects and, as a new initiative, in organizing short courses dedicated to engineers, hydrologists and staff of Hydrological Services about principles and methods of stream gauging. In such courses both traditional and advanced techniques of streamgauging would be presented, with the objective to disseminate also WMO guidance material, as the new edition of the Manual of Streamgauging, which is currently under revision also with the help of experts of our association. Such courses, to be possibly organised jointly by IAHR and WMO, would be offered, with a common format, on a regional basis, with a particular attention to developing countries. Then, the Commission for Hydrology plans to liaise, as necessary, also with IAHR with regard to Climate and Water activities. In this sense the work of the IAHR Standing Committee on Global Water Issues and of its Working Groups could provide a significant contribution.
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Arthur Askew (right), former Director of the Hydrology and Water Resources Department of WMO and current President of IAHS welcomes Roberto Ranzi, Chairman of the IAHR-Applied Hydrology Working Group, to Geneva where they later attended the XIIIth  session of WMO's Commission for Hydrology.

