CONFERENCE REPORT

Classics and Fashion in Fluid Machinery

October 18-20, 2002, Belgrade

For the first time, the University of Belgrade, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, hosted an international Conference on fluid machinery. The Conference was co-sponsored by IAHR, paying a homage to two retired and well-known Professors of Hydraulic Machinery: Prof. Dr.-Ing. Ivo Vušković and Prof. Dr.-Ing. Zoran Protić. Supported by the Ministries for Science of the Serbian Republic and Yugoslavia, this Conference gathered people from 22 different countries. The official language of the Conference was English, and the Proceedings comprised 276 pages with 30 papers which were distributed prior to the event. Furthermore, a CD-ROM comprising papers, presentations, photographs, etc. was distributed to all participants at the end of the Conference. Welcome cocktail, sight-seeing tour and Conference dinner were also part of the programme, and the organisers managed to offer the entire package for only Euro 160.

Conference topics and published papers covered various problems in fluid machinery, numerical flow simulations, measurement results with classic and contemporary methods, and up-to-date designs and constructions of fluid machinery. More specifically, papers dealt with radial and cross-flow fans, hydro Kaplan turbines, pump operating characteristics, cavitation in turbines, numerical prediction of cavitation, monitoring of hydro power plants, simulation of flow in hydraulic turbines and draft tubes, axial gas turbines, hot-wire anemometry, turbulent viscosity anisotropy, measurements with current-meters, analysis of boundary layer separation and cascade flows, hydraulic valves, structural assessment of equipment, measurement of dynamic stresses, etc.

Programme and Organising Committees found the conference successful and useful. Participants enjoyed the meeting, made new contacts and exchanged scientific knowledge. The key items discussed during the Conference related to the possibility of local industry to follow-up and implement current trends in hydraulic engineering and machinery, however, no specific conclusions were drawn. Participants expressed their wish to make this a regular Conference.
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