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IAHR Hydraulic Structures Section

MEETING MINUTES

Subject

Hydraulic Structures Section (HSS) Meeting
Meeting Date

Wednesday 22 October

Time


19:30

Location

Nanjing, China

Attendees

Section Committee Members

Corrado Gisonni, Helmut Knoblauch, Jorge Matos (Chairman), Jun Guo, Philip Burgi (Chairman Technical Division II), Robert Janssen, Stefano Pagliara, 

Section Members

Arturo Marcano, Youchi Yasuda, Fulin Cai, Michael Pfister

Guests

Nobuyuki Tamai (IAHR President), David Stephenson (Chairman IAHR African Division), André Lejeune, Rita Carvalho, Jessica Andrewartha

Distribution

HSS Membership, Nobuyuki Tamai (IAHR President), David Stephenson (Chairman IAHR African Division), Christopher George (IAHR Executive Director)

Prepared by:

R. Janssen
	
	DESCRIPTION
	ACTION BY

 & DATE

	1
	Welcome and Opening Remarks
	

	1.1
	J. Matos welcomed everyone to the International Symposium on Hydraulic Structures, and to the Hydraulic Structures Section meeting.


	

	2
	Adoption of Agenda and Approval of Venice 2007 Section Meeting Minutes
	

	2.1
	Minutes from the previous section meeting were unanimously adopted.
	

	3
	Report from the last IAHR Council Meeting
	

	3.1
	Prof. Tamai gave an overview of the last IAHR Council meeting held in Nagoya, Japan, Sept 2008.

The change of name proposed by R. Falconer in the IAHR Newsletter, was discussed. Before adopting any name change, the structure of the divisions will be reviewed and the Divisions and Sections will be re-organised.


	

	3.2
	Institute members will be transferred to corporate members
	

	3.3
	Raise in individual membership fees has been approved
	

	3.4
	Increasing the visibility of IAHR was considered of importance
	

	4
	Review of Past Activities
	

	4.1
	2nd International Junior Researcher and Engineer Workshop on Hydraulic Structures, July 31- August 2, 2008, Pisa, Italy
Stefano Pagliara gave on overview of the workshop held in Pisa. Over 50 people from twenty different countries (five continents) attended the workshop, which was very successful.  Junior attendees not only presented, but also chaired sessions and led discussions. The valuable effort of Stefano Pagliara in organizing this event was acknowledged.

Hardcopy proceedings of the event will be published later this year.


	

	5
	Future Activities
	

	5.1
	XXXIII IAHR Congress  - Vancouver, Canada, August 9-14, 2009

Phil Burgi shared that the conference website is active.  He encouraged people to send abstracts by the early December deadline, and particularly encouraged participation from Asia Pacific.  

Conference hotel is the Hyatt in downtown Vancouver, which is expensive.  Lower cost accommodation is being organised at the University of British Columbia.

Tours are being organised.

Technical sessions with specific focus are being co-organised, including hydraulics structures with EWRI and with Canadian Hydro.

Panel sessions for discussions on specific topics are also being planned.

N. Tamai stated that coordination between sections is required. Specialty conferences are good for developing specific subject themes, while the congress is better for collaborative efforts.


	

	5.2
	XXXIV IAHR Congress - Brisbane, Australia, 2011

Conference Chair is Hubert Chanson, Secretary of the HSS Committee. J. Matos shared Hubert’s message saying that the IAHR Technical Divisions and Sections will be contacted during the 1st semester 2009 for some inputs as well as during the Vancouver congress. The HS section committee may think of and consider some initiatives.


	

	5.3
	Expression of interest from Botswana for the 4th International Symposium on Hydraulic Structures - Gaborone, Botswana, 2010

See item 7.


	

	5.4
	3rd International Junior Researcher and Engineer Workshop on Hydraulic Structures
J. Matos advised that offer to hold the next workshop in Germany had been withdrawn. The message sent by Prof. Silke Wieprecht was shared, stating that they had a lot of recent changes in the team and new projects, so that it would not be convenient for them to organize the junior workshop in 2010, as initially planned. However, it was felt that there would be sufficient time to find an alternative host.

The issue will be analysed by the HSS Executive Committee in the near future, and shared within the Section.

Request for proposals to host the next workshop may also be advertised in the next issue of HSS News.


	Matos and Chanson

Janssen

	5.5
	Revisit and Approve the Research Agenda for the Hydraulic Structures Section
P. Burgi stated that current research agenda was basically the original agenda developed when the HSS was formed, and that it should be regularly revisited and revised if required.

· It was agreed that climate change be included in the research agenda, as suggested by N. Tamai.

· It was suggested that impacts of water scarcity, droughts, and increased water consumption due to urban development be addressed.

· It was commented that the item on “web-based international network” was not active, but that it was worth keeping for a possible future activity for someone in the section to lead.

· The item on “dam breaches and their effect on downstream valleys” was discussed, and it was agreed that this was still relevant to the HSS agenda.

The Research Agenda shall be updated and circulated.
	Matos

Revised version attached

	5.6
	HSS News

R. Janssen stated that the next issue of HSS News, the section newsletter, would be issued before the end of the year, and would incorporate news from the Pisa workshop and the Nanjing symposium.

N. Tamai suggested that the newsletter be more widely distributed via the IAHR mailing list, since other members would be interested in learning in the section activities.


	Janssen

	5.7
	Consider other proposed activities

None other were discussed.


	

	6
	Section Organization
	

	6.1
	CVs and/or nomination letters were circulated for Fulin Cai and Chen Wenxue (from China, introduced by Guo Jun), Blake Tullis (USA), Luis Bailarón Pérez (Spain), Ana Genovez (Brazil) and Rita Carvalho (Portugal). J. Matos clarified that Fulin Cai had already been added to the section membership list, shortly after the IAHR Congress in Venice, in 2007.All above referenced names were unanimously accepted as new members of the HSS.


	

	6.2
	J. Matos stated that Committee membership had been approved the previous year at the Venice congress, and consisted of 9 members and 3 co-opted members. The Committee membership would be renewed in 2009 at the Vancouver congress.


	

	7
	Botswana for the 4th International Symposium on Hydraulic Structures - Gaborone, Botswana, 2010
	

	7.1
	D. Stephenson presented a proposal for holding the 4th International Symposium on Hydraulic Structures in Gaborone, Botswana, 2010.  Unfortunately due to version compatibility problems, the Powerpoint presentation that he had prepared could not be shown.

Event would be held after the 2010 World Cup in South Africa. International flights would be via Johannesburg (estimated cost of fare Gab/Europe around 1200 Euro).

A conference venue has been selected.  Other conferences had previously been held there.

Tours were being looked at, but distances are great, so the tours might not be popular.

LOC will plan on 200 attending (100 from South Africa and 100 from Botswana)

D. Stephenson suggested that the title of the conference should include water resources development, since this would generate greater regional interest. 

There was concern from the HSS that this was not in line with the objective of the HSS. A symposium theme such as “Hydraulic Structures for Water Resources Development” could eventually be a possibility.
	

	7.2
	N. Tamai stated that the IAHR council takes into consideration four areas when reviewing proposals to hold a conference:

· Ability to attract new members

· Strength of the technical program and involvement of IAHR membership

· Previous experience of LOC at organizing similar events

· Ease of access
	

	7.3
	There was concern that the proposal was not sufficiently well advanced for IAHR to be able to fully support it.  However, several of those present expressed a desire to continue moving forward with the proposal.


	

	7.4
	In the day after the Section Meeting, just after the closing ceremony of the symposium, some members of the HSS had the chance to meet with D. Stephenson, and review actions to progress with planning of the symposium, so that a more advanced proposal could be circulated within the Section in early December.
	Held on 

23 October.

See separate minutes


Meeting adjourned at 22:15
ATTACHMENTS

IAHR Hydraulic Structures Section Membership List

IAHR Hydraulic Structures Section Research Agenda
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