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The first MWWD was held in 2000 and the response of colleagues was surprisingly warm, confirming that interest in the subject of marine discharges was not just a mere hypothesis, but a reality.

We were definitely impulsive when, at the end of MWWD 2000 in Genova, we anticipated the 2002 event. 

However, the idea germinated and a few pointed questions to friends interested in sealines led to the formation of a hard nucleus of colleagues, patrons, and sponsors who supported us. 

We have worked more than one year to prepare the Conference and to urge friends and colleagues to participate and to present their valuable contribution, and we succeeded in having with us a strong group of scientists and engineers, who have animated the event with their presentations and discussions.

MWWD 2002 enjoyed the presence of qualified Patrons, among which IAHR and IWA, Sponsors and exhibitors, and of 140 participants from 30 countries, including representatives of the Turkish Ministry of Environment, World Bank, EIB, U.S.EPA, WH|Delft and international Universities, who presented 100 papers on scientific and technical aspects of marine waste water discharges and on marine materials.

A positive aspect was the presence of the more "practical" side of outfall and sealine construction - engineers, producers and contractors.

There is often a wide gap between what the science recommends and what practically can be done, but the support of the scientists is essential to give to the owners - public authorities, water companies, plant operators - a lead to a proper realisation and management of their waste water systems while, on the other side, engineers, producers and contractors are equally essential to provide a cost-efficient realisation of such structures.
MWWD 2000 was a first successful trial to join science and technology, and the second MWWD 2002 confirmed that the interest in this field is still great and that, in the two years of "silence" between the events, a lot has developed in all fields related to marine waste water discharges. Much has still to be done - old outfalls to be revamped, new outfalls to be built….- and a more attentive environmental protection of our seas shall be pursued.
We have launched with confidence the 2004 event, to be held on October 4-8 in Catania (Italy) and we are sure that many - if not all - friends and colleagues who cooperated in 2002 will be present with new studies, projects, experiences or case stories.The Provincia Regionale di Catania and the University of Catania have ensured their support, and we have already started the preparations.

MWWD 2004 - 3rd International Conference on Marine Waste Water Discharges and on Marine Environment - will be associated with IEMES 2004 - 1st International Exhibition of Materials, Equipment and Services for Coastal WWTPs, Outfalls & Sealines -which we are confident will attract a qualified participation.

It is planned to hold parallel sessions:

· Scientific: on the development of software, modeling systems, monitoring systems, etc.

· Technical: on materials, design, installation technologies, case stories, etc.

· Environmental: on environmental legislation, EIA procedures, impact of marine discharges, protection of marine environment, etc.

Furthermore, it is expected that sponsors and exhibitors will intervene to cover all aspects of materials, equipment and services for outfall and sealines, such as

·  Engineering services

·  Survey equipment and technologies

·  Pipes and accessories, coatings

·  Equipment for coastal WWTP

·  Pumps and disinfection equipment

·  Installation and dredging services

·  Ballasting and scour protection materials

For further information on MWWD 2004, please visit: www.mwwd2004.com
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