Minutes of the IAHR/IWA Joint Committee on Urban Drainage Meeting

June 24, 2007 – Draft (1)

INSA Lyon, France
Present: J.-L. Bertrand-Krajewski, Maria do Ceu Almeida, David Butler, Alberto Campisano, Ana Deletic, Hiroaki Furumai, Peter Mikkelsen, Nilo Nascimento, Eric Strecker, Maria Viklander

Bernard Chocat, Thomas Einfalt, Jose Matos, Jiri Marsalek, and two guests
Apologies: Joseph Lee, Mohd Nor
Information updated since the meeting was held appears in blue italic characters.

1. The meeting was opened by Jean-Luc Bertrand-Krajewski by welcoming all.

2. Review of minutes from Melbourne 2006: the minutes were approved as written.
3. Review of membership: the list of JC members was distributed at the meeting and briefly reviewed.  The Committee has 12 full members, 7 associate members and a non-voting secretary.  First terms of three members (J. Lee, P. Mikkelsen and N. Nascimento) will expire later this year.  They were contacted concerning their interest to serve the second term, and were requested to submit self-assessment forms.  The committee will vote on extensions of these terms in September 2007.

4. Working Group reports – some reports were received before the meeting and distributed with the meeting agenda.  Others were presented orally at the meeting. 

· International Working Group on Data and Models – Ana Deletic reported on WG activities – the highly successful 7th UDM conference was held in Melbourne (Apr. 2006) and the selected papers were published in WS&T and Water Practice & Technology (WP&T). While preparation of the WST publication was smooth, many challenges were encountered in dealing with WPT. The group held a workshop on uncertainty prior to the NOVATECH conference, and collaborated in preparing an UNESCO book on data requirements. The next UDM conference will be held in Tokyo, in 2009 (discussed later in Section 11). After the meeting, Ana Deletic was elected chair of the group (after resignation of Lothar Fuchs) and Simon Tait (UK) accepted his nomination as secretary of the group.
· Real-Time Control of Urban Drainage Systems – group activities were reported by Alberto Campisano.  The group has been active in updating the old IWA (1989) report on RTC, preparing an (Italian) manual on RTC, and reviewing papers for various conferences.  During the 2007 NOVATCEH conference, the group held the 5th seminar on RTC of Urban Drainage Systems.  Following the meeting, the group held a meeting and elected a new Chairman (Alberto Campisano) and secretary (Martin Pleau, BPR Montreal, Canada).

· Sewer Systems and Processes WG – reported by Jose Matos.  The group held a successful conference on Sewer Operation and Maintenance (SOM 06) in Vienna (2006) and is currently working on secondary publication of selected papers.  The main current activity is the 5th Sewer Processes and Networks conference to be held in Delft, The Netherlands, Aug. 28-31, 2007.  Other activities included reviews of papers for urban drainage conferences.

· SOCOMA WG – a written report was submitted to the meeting and addressed the ongoing discussions between SOCOMA and WSUD WG re collaboration, and compilation of a list of source control manuals and the related web site.  The group held a workshop just prior to the NOVATCEH 2007 conference.  

· Working Group on Urban Rainfall – reported by Thomas Einfalt.  The group held a successful 7th International Workshop on Precipitation in Urban Area in St. Moritz, Switzerland in Dec. 2006.  Selected papers will be published in Atmospheric Research.  The next (8th) workshop will be organized in 2009.  The group is implementing a new initiative – to bridge the gap between hydrologists and meteorologists in rainfall radar.

· Urban Drainage in Cold Climate WG – reported by Maria Viklander. Work has been progressing slowly, but there is success in training new Ph.D. – three either graduated recently or will graduate in the near future.  The group is planning to hold a junior workshop in Nov. 2007.  The group is looking for a new secretary (from North America) to replace John Sansalone.  Jean-Luc suggested holding one of the group’s events in Tokyo (perhaps in Conjunction with the UDM conference in 2009) as previously suggested during the JCUD meeting held in Melbourne in April 2006.
· Water Sensitive Urban Design WG – the group provided a written report.  The group met at the WSUD conference in Melbourne (2006).  The current activities include WSUD conference in Sydney, Australia, Aug. 2007, workshop on Building Water Sensitive Cities held prior to the NOVATECH Conference (June 2007), and reports on some pertinent publications, including an Australian guide to runoff quality, UK CIRIA manuals on SUDS, and WSUD in Singapore.

5. Discussion of WG reports.

· Merging SOCOMA and WSUD – this issue has been discussed at a great length, with conclusion that JC should not exert too much influence on the final arrangements between these two groups; they should work out themselves the best arrangement for their further development and collaboration.

· Chairmanship of working groups – Ana Deletic suggested to limit the group chairmanship duration – again, some flexibility was suggested.  Groups should hold elections of chairmen every three years, but if there are no new candidates, the incumbents may stay in office.

· Old TETT group – there was a suggestion to re-launch it as a Global Outreach group.  Mohd Nor misunderstood the instructions given to him in Melbourne in 2006; Nilo Nascimento is available to help him to get this group going. 

· There is a new IWA Specialist Group on Climate Change – JC should establish contacts with it.  Jean-Luc will write to them.

· To clarify the terminology used for progressive water management, such as LID, SUDS, and WSUD, Jean-Luc suggested writing collectively a paper on this topic for Water 21. He will start to work on this paper in Oct-Nov 2007.
6. JC Mission Statement – it was briefly discussed and adopted more or less as presented.  Some discussion of collaborative links followed – we need to identify the IAHR WGs and IWA SGs for potential collaboration with and identify our contacts. A list of such opportunities follows:

First priority:

Diffuse pollution – Jiri Marsalek; Strategic asset management – Maria Almeida; Hydroinformatics – David Butler; Instrumentation (RTC) – Alberto Campisano; Odours and emissions – Jose Matos; O&M SG – SSPWG (Jose Matos); Rainwater harvesting SG (JC members will be encouraged to collaborate with this group); 

NOVATECH/GRAIE (no need to formalize this collaboration – enough people are cross-appointed).

Second priority:

Education (Maria Viklander), Ecosan, Water reuse, Sustainability (David Butler will get more information), Climate Change (Jean-Luc will contact them), Maritime sea outfalls, Systems Analysis (Jean-Luc will contact), Hydraulic instrumentation (Ana Deletic will contact them), Ecohydraulics (Jean-Luc will discuss with Tony Wong and Richard Ashley), and UNESCO (Water Division).

Conclusion: Jean-Luc will follow up on this and report back in Sept./Oct.  It would be useful to create links with these groups, harmonize membership, and hold joint sessions at conferences.  He will also request the membership lists from Frances Lucraft (IWA).
Since the meeting, JLBK updated / revised all documents according to the meeting discussion, and re-organised them into 4 separate but mutually referring documents (to facilitate their future update and revision):

- JCUD mission statement
- JCUD statutes
- JCUD account rules

- JCUD collaborations.
These documents are attached to these minutes as an appendix. They will also be sent to IWA for information.

In addition, a meeting of all IWA SGs leaders will be held in Amsterdam, NL on 4 October 2007 by IWA. JLBK will attend this meeting and will communicate the JCUD collaborations document to facilitate interactions with the other specialist groups. After the meeting, he will report about its conclusions and decisions.
7. JC account with IWA – the latest draft was discussed at the meeting.  Peter Mikkelsen made one suggestion – under funds use (Article 4), add “support for participants from low income countries.” This was included in the revised JCUD account rules (See section 6 above).
8. Publications re special projects – Jiri Marsalek reported on publication of a paper derived from the position paper in Vlad Novotny’s book on Blue water in green cities (IWA Publishing, 2007).  Bernard Chocat reported that the position paper had been presented in 4-5 conferences by various authors and that the journal version of the original paper will appear in the Journal of the Built Environment.  The 30th Anniversary book – Jean-Luc will work on it in summer 2007. Since the meeting, and due to a too high working load, JLBK revised this objective and decided i) to postpone the preparation of this book to the 12th ICUD to be held in 2011 (which is the 30th anniversary of the JCUD founded in 1981) as it was not realistic to finalize it for 2008, ii) to prepare a paper about the 30th anniversary of the ICUDs for the Edinburgh conference in 2008.
JC web site – we have sites at both IWA and IAHR, but their operation is inflexible.  We have difficulties updating them, or listing non-members of IWA (but members of IAHR) on the IWA web site.  Alberto Campisano offered to establish a JC web site. It was suggested that JC should buy an address – JCUD.org

9.  Report on Urban Water Journal – David Butler reported that the journal is doing well, publishing 4 issues/year.  To sustain it, we need to increase library subscriptions and, where appropriate, cite papers from the journal to establish an impact factor.

10. Changes in WS&T status – Jean-Luc will draft a joint opinion on the underlying issues.  However, there was already a closure offered by the WST Editors and IWA. This aspect will be discussed again during the IWA SGs leaders meeting on 4 October 2007 in Amsterdam. JLBK will report after this meeting (see also Section 6 above).
11. Recent or Forthcoming conferences

· IWA congress in Beijing, 2006 – Jiri Marsalek reported that without sponsoring sessions, our profile was very low. There were 3-4 papers on urban drainage dispersed in various sessions.

· SOM 2006 and 7th Int. Workshop on Rainfall – reported on earlier.

· 2007 NOVATECH – highly successfully, about 700 participants were expected, 45% international, and 55% French.  Sectors: 1/3 researchers, 1/3 local authorities, and 1/3 private sector.  

· IAHR Congress in Venice – Jean-Luc reported that we sponsored 2 sessions, with 10 oral presentations and 10 posters, and held an information session.  

· 5th SPN, Delft, The Netherlands – (Aug. 2007) – preparations are progressing well. A good supply of abstracts.

· 11th International Conference on Diffuse Pollution and the 1st Joint Meeting of the IWA Diffuse Pollution and Urban Drainage Specialist Groups, Belo Horizonte, MG, Brazil, Aug. 26-31, 2007 – a good number of abstracts have been received, final papers were due on July 15, 2007.

· ASCE EWRI World Environmental & Water Resources Congress, Hawaii, May 13-16, 2008 – more information will be provided by Eric Strecker.   

· 11th ICUD in Edinburgh, UK, Aug. 31 – Sept. 5, 2008 – the conference web site is up (http://www.11icud.org).  Watch for deadlines for abstract / paper submissions. Some discussion was held re the Poul Harremoes prize competition.

· IAHR Congress, Vancouver, BC, Canada, August 2009 – the program will be finalized within the next two months.  There are opportunities for JC to contribute to this event.   

· 8th International Conference on Urban Drainage Modelling, Tokyo, Sept. 7-11, 2009 – Hiroaki Furumai distributed the first conference announcement.  The conference will run from Monday to Friday, including a technical tour.  The deadline for abstract submission is Aug. 15, 2008.  Follow future developments at the conference web site http://www.env.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/8UDM
· 12th ICUD in Brazil, in 2011 – Nilo Nascimento gave a brief update on this event.   More information will become available at the 11th conference next year.  

12. Reports on UNESCO urban water projects – brief reports were given by Ana Deletic (Urban water management data) and Jiri Marsalek (Urban water cycle and Urban aquatic habitat).  Books produced under these projects will be released at the UNESCO International Symposium on New Directions in Urban Water Management, Paris, Sept. 12-14, 2007.

13. Sustainable conferences – Jean-Luc reported on compensating for carbon offsite.  He will follow up on this.

14. Future JC meetings: (a) 2008 – Edinburgh, UK (11th ICUD), (b) 2009 – UDM conference Tokyo. 

15. Jean-Luc closed the meeting at 16:30 by thanking all the present.
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