 IAHR – HYDRAULIC STRUCTURES SECTION

5th Section Meeting during the XXXI IAHR Congress Seoul, Korea, September 11, 2005 

Agenda

1. Attendance
2. Welcome and Opening Remarks
3. Organization of Section
4. Secretariat Report
5. Review of Thessaloniki and Tehran Activities
6. Future Activities
1. Attendance

Section Committee

Philip Burgi (Chairman), Jorge Matos (Secretary), Hubert Chanson, Willi Hager, Arturo Marcano, Youichi Yasuda, Corrado Gisonni, Jun Guo, Christopher George* (IAHR Executive Director).

Absent (excused)
Cristobal Mateos, Andreas Muller, Clifford Pugh, Bernard Westrich, Helmut Drobir, Alan Ervine, John Gulliver, Tatsuaki Nakato, Hermod Brekke, Stefano Pagliara.
Guests
Farhad Yazdandoost (representing Jalal Attari), Helmut Knoblauch (representing Günther Heigerth), Paul Kamrath and Sebastian Roger (representing Jürgen Koengeter), George Constantinescu, Anton Schleiss, Pedro Manso, Sumeh Kantoush, Selim Sayah, Giampaolo Di Silvio* (Arthur Mynett, Byungman Yoon, Celso Castro, Jaime Leonardi, Hisashi Ninokata, David Stephenson.

(* Discussion of item 6.4.)
2. Welcome and Opening Remarks
Welcome and Introductions 

Report from Division I – Applied Hydraulics
Philip Burgi informed on relevant issues discussed in the IAHR 2005 Council Meeting, held in Seoul, namely the IAHR Stategic Plan and the Report of the Task Force on the Naming and Restructuring of Sections and Divisions.

IAHR Stategic Plan 
The Mission and Aims of IAHR were reviewed by Philip Burgi: 

MISSION – “To be a world-leading independent community of research and best practice in fluid mechanics; hydraulics; and water and environmental engineering and management”.
AIMS – “a) Facilitate and promote the global sharing of information and expertise among water professionals; b) Foster a dynamic, global community of water professionals and institutions with a strong regional perspective; c) Attract young professionals and serve as an indispensable career-long anchor for water professionals; d) Facilitate active collaboration between researchers and practitioners; e) Promote a more interdisciplinary approach in areas of interest to our members, and promote the role of our community in the global water dialogue by collaborating with peer organizations to provide maximum efficiency and scope in services to, and representation of, our members and the wider community; f) Provide member services and publications support, through a financially viable secretariat”. The strategic plan can be found in:

http://www.iahr.net/site/e_library/councilreports/reports/StrategicPlanGMA17Mayl2005.doc.
Report of the Task Force on the Naming and Restructuring of Sections and Divisions
Philip Burgi informed on the proposal to rename the IAHR Technical Divisions I, II and III. With regard to Division II: Applied Hydraulics, the proposed new name is “Division on Industrial Hydraulics”. The proposed new structure of the sections under Technical Division II is: 1) Hydraulic machinery and systems; 2) Fluid phenomena in energy exchanges; 3) Industrial two-phase flows; 4) Hydraulic structures; 5) IAHR/IWA joint committee on urban storm drainage.

In the view of Philip Burgi, the proposed new name for Technical Division would not adequately represent our section activities. A reflection on the proposed new name for the Technical Division II, as well as on eventually renaming our Section, should be made by the Section members by the end of November 2005.
Philip has also informed that Section Committee/Section Members may consider providing information (i.e., titles of up to 5 relevant contributions per individual such as papers, books) to be included in the IAHR Web page, in order to help identify the type of activities of our members.
3. Organization of Section
Philip Burgi informed on the need to elect new Chairman and Secretary, and reviewed main items of the By-Laws of the IAHR Sections, namely Section Committee, Section Chairman and Section Secretary. 
With regard to Section Committee, it is stated that: “The committee of the Section shall consist of nine members at the least and twelve members at the most including a chairman and a secretary selected from the Section membership. No more than two persons from the same country shall serve on the committee simultaneously. The Section committee selects from among its members a chairman and a secretary and may appoint maximally 3 co-opted members to its committee. Section committee members shall be members of IAHR”.
The Section membership was reviewed in order to meet the IAHR By-laws. It was agreed that the following Section members will continue to serve in the committee: 
Philip Burgi*, Willi Hager, Jorge Matos, Hubert Chanson, Arturo Marcano, Jürgen Koengeter, Jalal Attari, Corrado Gisonni, Jun Guo, Helmut Knoblauch (replacing Guenther Heigerth), Clifford Pugh, Stefano Pagliara, Youchi Yasuda. The Section agreed with the proposal of Hubert Chanson in inviting Ramon Gutierrez (replacing Cristobal Mateos). 

*considered as co-opted.
The election of the new Chairman and Secretary took place after membership renewal. The Section voted to have Jorge Matos serve as the new Chair and Hubert Chanson serve as Section Secretary.

Notes: 
i) Due to his election as Secretary General in IAHR, Ramon Gutierrez subsequently declined the invitation and agreed with Cristobal Mateos in proposing Victor Elviro, also from CEDEX, Spain. The proposal was done after the section meeting, during the congress. The Section Committee members will be asked on possible addition of Victor Elviro).
ii) According to the By-laws (within “Section membership”), “Any member of IAHR who is interested in the activities of the Section and who is professionally active in the Section’s subject area may be considered a Section member…”. In light of the above, the participation/contribution of the following founders and current members of the section will continue be very welcome: Hermod Brekke, Helmut Drobir, Alan Ervine, John Gulliver, Günther Heigerth, Cristobal Mateos, Andreas Muller, Tatsuaki Nakato, and Bernard Westrich.
iii) The secretariat will approach IAHR Council to seek formal approval of new Chairman, Secretary and Committee members.
4. Secretariat Report
No specific information was provided.

5. Review of Thessaloniki and Teheran Activities
Philip Burgi asked Jorge Matos to highlight the main topics of the 4th Section Meeting held in Teheran April 2004. The main topics included “Upcoming events” (XXXI IAHR Congress, Seoul, 2005; International workshop on Hydraulic Structures, to be held in Venezuela, 2006), and also “Book projects”*. (* the main points of the discussion on book projects are included in item 6.6).
6. Future Activities
6.1 International Symposium on Hydraulic Structures, October 9-14, 2007, Ciudad Guayana, Venezuela (www.iahr-venezuela2006.org) 
Arturo Marcano presented a PowerPoint slide show about the Symposium. Illustrative information was provided, namely on the captivating location (Ciudad Guayana, located in the confluence of the Orinoco and Caroni Rivers), on the meeting place (a modern Convention Center, adjacent to the Hotel Intercontinental Guayana), on the Topics of the Symposium, on the First Call for presentation of papers, on respective Calendar, as well as on the General Program. 
Overall, Arturo Marcano presentation gave a very positive impression on the status of the organization of the event and the Section Committee was very supportive of the event. Some points were left for discussion by Arturo Marcano, namely: i) Support from Section Members in motivating colleagues to participate in the congress and submitting papers, as well as in reviewing papers; ii) Methods for Symposium proceedings; iii) Potential list of Keynote speakers, and the eventual need of sponsorship. 
Arturo Marcano also informed that they expect about 100 papers to be presented to the International Symposium, 8 of which from CVG EDELCA. Copies of the First Bulletin were distributed in the meeting.

6.2 Revisit and Approve the Research Agenda for the Hydraulic Structures

Copies of the Research Agenda (dated June 5, 2003) were distributed in the meeting. Philip Burgi drew the attention to the comments on the Research Agenda, which have to be suggested by the end of November 2005.

6.3 Plan our involvement in XXXII IAHR Congress – Venice, Italy, 2007. Review and provide input on theme areas

Giampaolo Di Silvio presented brief information on the XXXII IAHR Congress. It was stated that the contribution of the Hydraulic Structures Section will be particularly important on Theme C: Fluid Mechanics and Applied Hydraulics (for Social and economic Development), which includes sub-themes C1: Fluid Mechanics and C2: Hydraulics of Water Works.
Giampaolo Di Silvio called for an active involvement of the Section, namely on: 

i) paper selection and reviewing, and chairing sessions;
ii) organization (eventual) of a Theme;
iii) providing list of names for the Master Classes;
Giampaolo Di Silvio informed that potential authors will be asked to suggest the Theme they consider more appropriate for including the paper.

With regard to the above issues, a note will be send out to section members in the next couple of months, so as to evaluate expression of interest in cooperating in such effort.
6.4 Plan involvement in XXXIII IAHR Congress  - Vancouver, British Columbia, 2009. Provide Theme input

Philip Burgi briefly reviewed the topic and some main issues to be covered in the Congress (Issues such as Challenges to Hydraulic-Engineering in Contemporary Water Projects will certainly be of major interest to our Section). Any input Section members may have will be welcome.
6.5 Consider and act on invitations from South Africa and China for future International Seminars on Hydraulic Structures
International Conference on Hydraulics of Dams and River Structures, China
A draft document was presented by Professor Zhixian Cao, on behalf of the State Key Laboratory of Water resources and Hydropower Engineering Science, Wuhan University, China, formalizing the proposal to host an International Conference on Hydraulics of Dams and River Structures. Copies of this document were distributed in the meeting by Philip Burgi.
Philip Burgi asked Jun Guo to briefly inform the section members on their interest in hosting the International Conference on Hydraulics of Dams and River Structures. Jun Guo pointed out various reasons: i) Several huge hydraulic works in construction and in operation in China; ii) The host is a leading institution in the field of water resources, hydraulic and hydropower engineering; iii) A nice location may be selected (eventually in Beijing), nearby major laboratories (extensive work on sedimentation, flow aeration, environmental impacts, etc.) and also hydraulic works suitable for the technical tour.
Willi Hager was of the opinion that other nice places (in China) can be selected for the conference, such as Wuhan. Philip Burgi agreed and added the location of the Three Gorges Dam as another interesting possibility.

General consensus was reached by the section members in proceeding with the conference in China, in 2008. The Section expects a more substantial proposal in the near future.
International Conference on Hydraulic Structures, South Africa 

David Stephenson proposed to host an International Conference on Hydraulic Structures. The conference should be practice-oriented, focusing on reconstruction and maintenance, management of the hydraulic works such as channels, timber structures, etc. A strong input will be needed to attract consultants and practitioners. Even though some concern arose with the logistics/organization of the event, David Stephenson shared his confidence that necessary support will be granted. 

General consensus was reached by the section members in supporting the conference in South Africa, possibly in 2010.
Hubert Chanson pointed out on the advantage in having a unique designation for the future biannual “Hydraulic Structures” or “Hydraulics of Dams and River Structures”  Conference/Symposium. 
6.6 Advancement of the book project “Two-phase high-speed flows in hydraulic engineering
The possibility of setting up a working group was addressed by Philip Burgi.

A brief reflection was shared by Willi Hager on the possible advancement of the proposed book project. Some general concerns were shared, namely: i) The existence or not of a good market; ii) How can we increase income? Marketing our publications?; and iii) Will the production/selling of the book be effective? In light of the above, it was felt that the success of such book project could be questionable at the present stage. Hubert Chanson also shared his concern and agreement with the view of Willi Hager.

As a result of the above reflection, it was judged that:

- the book project “Two-phase high-speed flows in hydraulic engineering” should not advance at the present stage; 

- discussion should be held with the IAHR to clarify the publication of future monograph, i.e., publication by IAHR, by another publisher, copyright issues.
6.7 Other proposed activities
No specific information was provided during the section meeting. After the meeting and during the congress, a brief discussion was held by the new section Chair and Secretary concerning future activities, aiming to promote participation/contribution of students, researchers and professionals. Such brief reflection will be shared with the current members of the section.
Lisbon, October 19, 2005.
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