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XXXI IAHR congress

Ecohydraulics Section Meeting

Seoul, Sept 11, 2005

Vladan Babovich, Larry Weber, Bettina Bockelmann, Peter Goodwin, Diego Caamano, Soon-Bo Shim, Hyoseop Woo, Michel Leclerc, Helmut Scheuerlein, Arthur Mynett, George Constantinescu, Helmut Mader, Klaus Jorde, Giampaolo di Silvio, Gerrit Klaassen, Harm Duel.

6th Ecohydraulics (2006-2007)
This conference is organised by Ian Jowett (NIWA). Venue will be Christchurch, New Zealand. Proposed date is 17-25 February 2007.  Several section members state that the proposed date interferes with seminar programs in several countries. Question to Ian Jowett is whether it is possible to set the dates for 6th Ecohydraulics on January. Klaus Jorde will discuss this with Ian Jowett. 

7th Ecohydraulics (2008-2009)
As discussed in previous meetings, 7th Ecohydraulics will be organised together with 8th Hydroinformatics. The proposed structure of the conference is discussed in both sections and there is preference for a joint conference in stead of back-to-back conference. Option is to have no separate announcements and that there will be one “channel” for submitting papers. Both sections have decided that the conference will be held in Concepcion, Chile: organised by Oscar Parra (University of Concepcion). Proposed date will be November 2008 or January 2009. The members of both sections have a preference for January 2009. 

Paulin Coulibaly of the McMaster University (Canada) will be invited by both sections to organize a pre-meeting to discuss new challenges in research for both hydroinformatics and ecohydraulics (proposed date autumn 2007).  

Venice 2007

Giampaolo di Silvio presented the themes of the Venice programme (July 2007). There will be 4 themes:

· Theme A: Engineering and Management of Fresh Water Systems

· Theme B: Data acquisition and processing for scientific knowledge and public awareness

· Theme C: Hydraulics and  fluid mechanics for social and economical developments

· Theme D: Maritime and Coastal Research and Engineering.

There will be also seminars and a special IAHR-COPRI workshop on Venice lagoon: flood control and environmental issues.

There are several topics (sub themes) of interest for the ecohydraulics committee, but many activities of the ecohydraulics community will be covered by topic hydraulic and ecological interactions. 

The Ecohydraulics Section offers support to the local organizing committee:

· promoting the conference within the ecohydraulics community 

· encouraging the ecohydraulics community to submit papers

· reviewing submitted papers on issues related to ecohydraulics

· chairing sessions of topic hydraulic and ecological interactions
Claudio Comoglio will be our liaison officer for the LOC. 
IAHR Strategic plan

Helmut Scheuerlein presented the draft of the IAHR strategic plan 2005-2009.  Important is to give response from the sections to the strategic plan, because the sections are the basic elements of the IAHR. A working group will review the strategic plan and will prepare comments and suggestions for improvement. Working group will consist of Michel Leclerc, Bettina Bockelman and Harm Duel. Working group will report in the next ecohydraulics meeting.
Renaming the organisational structure

Special working group has reviewed to IAHR structure onto divisions and sections and has proposed renaming of the divisions and sections. Ecohydraulics section is not considered for renaming.
Next meeting: 

Thursday, 15 September, 12.30 – 13.30. Meeting point: exhibition hall.
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Ecohydraulics Section Meeting (2nd meeting)
Seoul, 15 September 2005

Present: Bettina Bockelmann, Helmut Mader, Klaus Jorde, Harm Duel.

Excused are: Peter Goodwin, Diego Caamano, Hyoseop Woo, Tetsuro Tsujimoto

6th Ecohydraulics (2006-2007)

Klaus will ask Ian Jowett whether he booked already conference facilities. If not, different options for conference date will be explored. Important is that the final date will be set as soon as possible.

· Klaus contacted Ian: Since the facilities are already booked we agreed that the date will not be changed. 

7th Ecohydraulics (2008-2009)

It is not clear how many parallel sessions can be organised. To clarify this matter, Klaus will contact Oscar Parra. Moreover, Klaus will discuss the different options for the conference date. Based on the information from Oscar both sections will make final decissions about the structure and timing of the conference.
· Klaus contacted Oscar Parra: Oscar has confirmed that 10-12 parallel sessions will be possible. The University of Concepcion thinks about building new conference facilities. It is therefore not decided, where the event will be hosted exactly, at the general Conference Center in Concepcion or at a new one run by the University. Diego Caamano will be our contact person with the LOC and Oscar Parra.
8th Ecohydraulics (2010)

Testuro Tsujimoto suggested to have a joint conference ecohydraulics and river hydraulics at Okaido (Japan) in 2010. This fits with our ideas to have conferences around the globe. Harm will contact Gerrit Klaassen whether this is discussed within the river hydraulics section. 
· Within the river hydraulics section, there was no discussion on having a joint conference with the ecohydraulics section in 2010. Actually they have other plans, however they are looking for a venue in the same region. Gerrit Klaassen proposed to discuss this topic with the new chairman Yves Zech (Louvain–La Neuve, Belgium)
XXXII IAHR: Venice (July 2007)

Ecohydraulics Section offers LOC to adopt subtheme “hydraulic and ecological interactions”. In that case Ecohydraulics Section is willing to organise series of sessions on “hydraulics and ecological interactions” based on selected papers. This include: 

· reviewing papers submitted

· setting up the subtheme programme and sessions
· proposing key note speaker

· inviting persons for chairing sessions 

If we are organising subtheme “hydraulic and ecological interactions” we will get more people from ecohydraulics community at the conference. LOC will be asked to respond asap. 

Ecohydraulics working group Venice 2007 will consist of  Claudio Comoglio (liaison officer to LOC), Klaus Jorde and Helmut Mader. The working group Venice 2007 will contact Giampaolo di Silvio about our offer asap. 
· Claudio has contacted Giampaolo explaining our proposal. He says that he appreciates very much our collaboration. After the Seoul Congress, he has received and is still receiving similar proposals from the different IAHR Sections: he will examine all the proposals together and consequently will contact all the liason officers.

7th Hydroinformatics (Nice, September 2006)

Philippe Gournesville of LOC has invited the ecohydraulics section to organise sessions related to ecohydraulics. The section finds this a good opportunity to keep the European ecohydraulic community alive, since COST626 has ended recently. Proposed theme for the ecohydraulics session is European Water Framework  Directive. Currently there are many projects running on developing relationships between biological quality elements and both hydromorphology and waterquality. This topic will be interesting for members of both communities.     

The Venice offer will be copied for Nice. Ecohydraulics working group Nice 2006 will consist of Bettina Bockelmann and Harm Duel. To get papers submitted asap, existing project networks will be consulted (COST626, FP5 Fame, FP5 Star, FP6 Rebecca, FP6 Eurolimpacs).   
· Proposed topic for special session is discussed with Philippe:ecohydraulic research related to WFD implementation fits perfectly within the programme. Deadline for submitting abstracts is 15 November 2005 (www.hic2006.org)
Strategic plan and renaming divisions and sections

Working group discussed strategic plan and renaming issue. Based on the results, Harm prepared a memo with comments and recommendations. The memo is accepted after minor revisions. The memo will be forwarded to the Council and IAHR secretariat.
· Action is carried out. The memo is enclosed with the minutes
Klaus Jorde



Harm Duel

Chair Ecohydraulics section

Secretary Ecohydraulics section 
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IAHR draft strategic plan and renaming divisions and sections:
comments and recommendations from Ecohydraulics Section

Strategic Plan

The ecohydraulics community is an interdisciplinary research group with disciplines such as hydraulics, hydrology, morphology, ecology, aquatic chemistry and information technology.  Research activities are mostly related with water management problems and research projects are frequently initiated by water management authorities: e.g. increasing the effectiveness of fish pas ways, setting environmental flows, development of river and lake rehabilitation plans and more recently combining floodplain rehabilitation and flood risk management and, in Europe, defining relationships between both hydromorphology and water quality and biological quality elements in rivers, lakes and transitional waters to support river basin managers with the implementation of the Water Framework Directive. 

Therefore, the ecohydraulics section supports the objectives to promote a more interdisciplinary approach and to focus more strongly on water management problems at all kind of levels and not only on the communication level of the “global water dialogue”.

The actions defined to achieve the objectives are not always challenging. The ecohydraulics section recommends the following actions to include in the strategic plan:

To get stronger involvement of water managers and research community outside IAHR:

· New format for setting up conferences (IAHR biannual congress, section conferences):  significant part of the conference should be problem oriented rather than research discipline oriented only

· Invite at least 2 manager for key note lectures about their water management problems and their research needs

· Include actual topics in the programme

· Sections should adopt (sub)themes (reviewing papers, setting up programmes based on selected papers, chairing sessions)

· To advertise conferences outside own community

· Full paper publications in peer reviewed journals

To strengthen interdisciplinary activities:

· Organise joint section conferences (e.g. ecohydraulics-hydroinformatics 2008/2009) 

· Organise joint conferences with other research communities 

· To set up interdisciplinary research networks 

To improve exchange of information on section activities:

· To set up regional networks, such as the European Cost626 network on Habitat Modelling of Rivers to promote and facilitate joint research activities 

· Websites of sections should be alive and kicking: IAHR should facilitate this: for example financial support, student chapter activities 

To implement IAHR strategic plan by sections:

· Encouraging sections to make 1 page implementation plans 

· To set up a research agenda based on discussions on the challenges in future research. 
Challenges for ecohydraulics community might be the following:

· Techniques and approaches:

· Applicability of remote sensing techniques for ecohydraulic research (data-model integration, real time modelling)

· Validation techniques
· Risk assessment and uncertainty analysis

· Working on different levels of scale: downscaling and upscaling methods

· Integrated basin modelling
· To promote the development of methods and modelling tools to connect the interrelation between physical processes and biological functions to the other research communities
· Problem areas:

· Adaptation to global change (changes in hydrological cycle and temperature)

· Ecological flood defenses: rehabilitation of riparian and coastal wetlands 

· Urban aquatic habitats: urban rivers and lakes

· Water quality problems: diffuse pollution and sewage overflow

· Management and Public Awareness:

· How to link ecohydraulic research with socio-economic issues

· Communication: how to present results to decision makers
Renaming divisions and sections

Despite the fact that the renaming doesn’t affect ecohydraulics directly, we do not think that renaming is the solution for moving the IAHR community forwards to the position defined in the strategic plan. It might be driving away researchers to geophysical organisations. IAHR should be the home base for both basic and applied research on water related issues. Focus should not be water management but to develop methods and tools to solve water management problems. Therefore, water managers should be invited as key note speakers to IAHR conferences to present their problems and research needs. We propose to set up a special section on Water Management with working groups on river basins, lakes, coastal areas, urban environment and so on.
On behalf the ecohydraulics section,

Klaus Jorde (chair),

Harm Duel (secretary)
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Seoul, 15 September 2005
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