INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HYDRAULIC ENGINNERING AND RESEARCH

Section on Fluid Mechanics (Division I)

Minutes of the Fluid Mechanics Section Meeting held on 25, August 2003, at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece, on the occasion of the 30th IAHR Biennial Congress, August 24-29, 2003.

Present:
P.A. Davies, UK (Chairman)



J. Jozsa, Hungary (Secretary)



J.H.W. Lee, Hong Kong China



G.C. Christodolou, Greece



J.P. Ortiz, Brazil

J.H. Tao, China

I. Nezu, Japan



D. Gutknecht, Austria



Y. Nino, Chile



P Prinos, Greece

Apologies:
G.H. Jirka, Germany



G.A. Lawrence, Canada



H.M. Nepf, USA



G.N. Ivey, Australia



M.H.Garcia, USA

1. The Chairman greeted members and briefed them of the success of the two-days (21-22 August) pre-Congress short course on the “Design and Construction of Sea Outfalls” organised by the Section. The Chairman introduced one of the new Section Members Y. Nino from Chile, elected in 2001 in Beijing. The annual Report of the Section had been submitted to Prof. Tamai, Japan, Division Chairman prior to the Congress (the Division I meeting held earlier at the Congress elected A.E. Mynett, The Netherlands, as its new Chairman).

2. Scheduled Conferences/Workshops/Short Courses

4th International Symposium on Environmental Hydraulics (ISEH), December 2004, Hong Kong (http://www.hku.hk/civil/conference/iseh&iahr-apd2004/) – J.H.W. Lee, on behalf of the Organising Committee, informed Section members on the progress in organising the symposium. It was told more details would come in due time. Section members were encouraged to nominate invited speakers and short course themes.

6th International Symposium on Stratified Flows (ISSF), December 2006 – The two proposals made by Russia (Moscow) and Australia (Perth) were discussed. The suggestion to accept the offer of Perth was approved. A proposal to consider Thessaloniki next time was adopted, following the late verbal nomination by P. Prinos of Thessaloniki’s interest in organising the Symposium in 2006.

IAHR EGW Short Course on Environmental Fluid Mechanics (EFM), 2004 – The 3rd Short Course in the EGW series will be held in 7-16 June, 2004, Budapest University of Technology and Economics, Hungary, organised by J. Jozsa, who gave detailed information on the progress in organising the event. Section members were asked to advertise the course and encourage graduate students and young professionals to attend. Course Flyers were available and distributed to section members as well as congress participants. 

Workshop on Submarine Outfalls, December 2003 – A progress report on organising a workshop on the “Design consideration and environmental performance monitoring of submarine outfalls", University of Sao Paulo, Brazil, was presented (along with the distribution of an information sheet) by J.P. Ortiz. The status of invited foreign and local lecturers was discussed.

3rd International Conference on Marine Waste Water Discharges and Marine Environment (MWWD), September 27 - October 2, 2004, Catania, Italy (http://www.mwwd2004.com/)- C. Avanzini described and advertised the conference as a specialised event bringing together scientists and practising engineers in an efficient way.  The Section confirmed its willingness to support the conference and C Avanzini encouraged Section members to submit proposals for specialised Short Courses and Workshops to be included in the conference.
3. Further ideas on future conferences, symposia, workshops and courses

International Symposium on Shallow Flows, 16-18 June 2003, Delft, NL (http//shallowflows.tudelft.nl) – A short summary was provided by the Chairman on the success of the first symposium devoted entirely to shallow flows. The Section supported the possibility of a second symposium being organised in future years and agreed that the organisers of the 2003 event should be informed of this support.

H. Nepf, USA, made a written proposal for the Section to promote the topic of fluid mechanics and vegetated flows in more detail in coming events.  The Section discussed this proposal and gave its support.  The Chairman agreed to ask Prof Nepf to develop her proposal further and to consider the possibilities of various options, including (i) inclusion of the topic in forthcoming IAHR Congresses in Seoul (2005) and/or Venice (2007), (ii) the preparation of a monograph and (iii) the organisation of a specialised Workshop or Symposium.   

Based on the success of the Symposium on Recent Research Advances in the Fluid Mechanics of Turbulent Jets and Plumes, organised by M.J. Neves and P.A.Davies in Portugal in 1993, P.A. Davies agreed to approach M. J.  Neves to consider the organisation and sponsoring of a second symposium on the same topic in the near future.

P. Prinos proposed the organisation of a Workshop on air-water and water-sediment interface problems, because of the growing importance of the topics.  The inclusion of an “Interfacial hydrodynamics” Workshop in the Seoul Congress Programme (or separately) was thus chosen for further consideration.

G.C. Christodolou suggested the preparation of a monograph on sea outfalls, noting the importance and timeliness of the topic (e.g the forthcoming Catania Workshop and the investment by the Section in Short Courses on Hydraulics & Design of Sea Outfalls).  The proposal was approved and the Chairman undertook to approach individual Section members to consider the formulation of at least an outline for the monograph.  

P. Prinos proposed "Constructed wetlands" as a new Short Course topic; the Section noted the relevance of this proposal to the initiative (see above) of H Nepf and agreed to identify a Section member to develop the proposal.  

The issue of overlap between the Fluid Mechanics and Eco-hydraulics Section activities (and the existing encouragement from IAHR Secretariat for closer collaboration between these Sections) was also discussed.  The Section recognised that the present interests of the two Sections provide only minor overlap but agreed that opportunities for collaboration are presented by (i) the forthcoming Environmental Hydraulics Symposium in Hong Kong (J H W Lee agreed to approach the Eco-Hydraulics Section regarding co-sponsorship) and (ii) any developments arising from H Nepf's initiative on vegetated flows.  

The Chairman undertook to contact IAHR Secretariat to clarify the extent to which proposals (see above) for the Seoul Congress Programme could still be submitted by the Section.  Further ideas on monographs, Workshops, Short Courses as well as themes for the Congress in Venice in 2007 are all welcome and should be forwarded either to P.A. Davies or J. Jozsa.

4. A decision to set up the Section website with all the important links was approved, coordinated by J. Jozsa. Section members were encouraged to propose website contents.

5. Membership


Co-opted member D Chen (UK) was thanked for his contribution to the activities of the Section.  
The current Section Committee membership is as follows:


Peter A Davies (Chair), UK; Janos Jozsa (Secretary), Hungary; George Christadoulou, Greece; 
Marcelo H Garcia, USA; Dieter Gutknecht, Austria; Gregory N Ivey, Australia; Gerhard H Jirka, 
Germany; Gregory A Lawrence, Canada; Joseph H W Lee, Hong Kong; Heidi M Nepf, USA; Iehisa 
Nezu, Japan; Yarko Nino, Chile; Jayme P Ortiz, Brazil; Jianhua Tao, China
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